
TEHRAN – Atop a serene hill in the 
ancient city of Hamedan, stands the 
exquisite mausoleum of Baba Taher 
Oryan, a tribute to the illustrious 
Persian poet and Sufi mystic of the 
11th century. 

Overlooked by the majestic Alvand 
peak and lush landscapes, the mau-
soleum offers a breathtaking blend 
of nature and culture, drawing visi-
tors from across Iran and beyond. 

Baba Taher is mostly celebrat-
ed for his profound and mystical 
Do-beyti (quatrains), which have 
left an indelible mark on Persian 
poetry. His works are renowned for 
their simplicity, emotional depth, 
and spiritual insight, reflecting the 
essence of Sufism that emphasizes 
love, unity, and the search for truth. 

Living during the era of Tugril and 
the Seljuk dynasty, Baba Taher is be-
lieved to have penned his quatrains 
in the local Hamadani dialect, offer-
ing a unique glimpse into the linguis-
tic diversity of ancient Persia.

The current Baba Taher Mauso-
leum, completed in 1970, is a mas-

terpiece of modern Persian archi-
tecture, designed by the esteemed 
engineer Mohsen Foroughi. 

The mausoleum stands on a 
sprawling field of over one hundred 
thousand square meters, presenting 
a harmonious fusion of traditional 
and contemporary design elements. 
Its octagonal base, a common motif 
in Islamic architecture symboliz-
ing balance and harmony, rises to a 

height of approximately 25 meters, 
creating a striking silhouette against 
the skyline.

The mausoleum contains a series 
of prisms with cleverly designed 
entrances and light holes, allow-
ing natural light to illuminate the 
interior in a play of shadows and 
brightness, creating an ethereal at-
mosphere.

Many tour operators say the mau-

soleum is more than just a historical 
site; it is a place of spiritual reflec-
tion and cultural appreciation. The 
carefully manicured gardens and 
tranquil pathways invite visitors to 
pause and absorb the tranquility of 
the environment, offering a peaceful 
retreat from the hustle and bustle of 
daily life.

Baba Taher’s quatrains are in-
scribed throughout the mausoleum, 
allowing visitors to engage with his 
work in a deeply personal way. These 
inscriptions serve not only as an ar-
tistic embellishment but also as a 
testament to the enduring influence 
of Baba Taher’s poetry, which contin-
ues to resonate with those who seek 
wisdom and enlightenment.

In addition to the mausoleum, the 
surrounding area is home to several 
other historical sites and attractions 
that make Hamedan a vibrant cul-
tural hub. Visitors can explore the 
nearby tombs of other famous fig-
ures, delve into the rich history of the 
region, and experience the hospitali-
ty of the local community.

TEHRAN – Iran is set to hold a tourism road-
show in India, spanning three major cities: Delhi, 
Mumbai, and Hyderabad, scheduled to take place 
in early September.

“Following some successful roadshows in 
Southeast Asia, as indicated by reports, we have 
planned the roadshow in India running for five 
days from September 5,” Moslem Shojai, who pre-
sides over the ministry’s foreign tourism market-
ing and development office, told ISNA.

During this event, he further elaborated, the 
private sector representatives from both coun-
tries will engage in face-to-face meetings, videos 
and clips showcasing Iran will be displayed, and 
government tourism officials will be present to 
sign cooperation documents.

The five-day roadshow builds on previous 
events held in Southeast Asian countries such as 
Malaysia, Indonesia, and Vietnam, from June 29 to 
July 6.

“We have carefully selected these countries and 
have been consulting on this for months,” Shojai 
highlighted, adding that the execution has been 

entrusted to the tourism industry community, 
and the ministry will serve as the policymaker and 
planner while also providing financial support for 
part of these roadshows.

As mentioned by the event organizers, the 
neighboring Arab countries, Iraqi Kurdistan region, 
and Russia are among the future destinations to 
host tourism roadshows.

This initiative marks a continuation of Iran’s 
efforts to boost its tourism sector following the 
recent visa waiver agreements with a number of 
countries, including India.

According to organizers, the promotional event, 
which will be followed by Iran’s participation in the 
Mumbai Tourism Exhibition, is part of a broader 
strategy to enhance Iran’s global tourism pres-
ence.

The 4th edition of ITB India will take place from 
September 11 to 13 at Mumbai’s Jio World Conven-
tion Centre.

This three-day business-to-business travel and 
tourism trade fair for India has been put together 
to bring different facets of the International Travel 
Market.

Every segment of tourism will be represented 
at this international travel and tourism exhibition 
with industry leaders, important buyers, and key 
service providers from across the world meeting 
and interacting in one place.

ITB India is intended to be more than a trav-
el trade show but rather an important platform 
where the most influential organizations in the In-
ternational and Indian Travel and Tourism industry 
can meet, build strong partnerships, or strength-
en existing bonds.

TEHRAN – The ancient civilization 
of the Assyrians and their influence 
in western Iran is set to be the focal 
point of a meeting that will be held 
in Tehran next week. 

A number of historians, archae-
ologists, and other scholars have 
been invited take part in the meet-
ing to delve deep into Assyrian his-
tory and its impact on the region. 

Organized by the History and Ar-
chaeology Group at the House of 
Humanities Scholars, the sympo-
sium titled “Assyrians in Western 
Iran” will take place on August 10, 
Mehr reported. 

The gathering is aimed to provide 
insights into a key period in ancient 
Iranian history through a series 
of discussions and presentations 
from esteemed scholars and ar-
chaeologists. 

The meeting will feature several 
prominent speakers who will cover 
a range of topics related to Assyr-
ian civilization and its interactions 
with neighboring cultures:

Kamyar Abdi will discuss Assyri-
ans, Elamites, and Persians as well 
as Assyrian written sources in an-
cient Iranian history.

Mehrdad Malekzadeh will pres-
ent proposals on the location of 
Assyrian provinces in Median ter-
ritory, exploring archaeological and 
historical evidence that suggests 
potential sites of Assyrian settle-
ments and administrative regions 
within the Median Empire.

Sajad Alibeygi and Iraj Rezaei will 
lead discussions on Archaeological 
discoveries and their significance in 
understanding Assyrian presence 
and influence in western Iran.

The Assyrian Empire, one of 
the most powerful and influential 
empires of the ancient Near East, 
played a crucial role in shaping the 
history and culture of Mesopota-
mia and its surrounding regions. 
Originating from the city of Ashur, 
located on the western bank of the 
Tigris River in present-day Iraq, the 
Assyrians were known for their mil-
itary prowess, administrative capa-
bilities, and monumental architec-
tural achievements.

Ashur served as the capital 
during several significant phases 
of Assyrian history, including the 
Old Assyrian city-state (2025–1364 
BC), the Middle Assyrian Empire 
(1363–912 BC), and the Neo-Assyri-
an Empire (911–609 BC). The Assyr-
ians emerged as a dominant power 
in the 14th century BC, extending 
their influence over Mesopotamia, 

Armenia, and parts of Syria. Despite 
a period of decline after the death 
of Tukulti-Ninurta I around 1208 BC, 
Assyria regained prominence under 
leaders like Tiglath-pileser I and 
continued to expand its territory.

The empire reached its zenith 
between the mid-8th and late 
7th centuries BC, with formidable 
rulers such as Tiglath-pileser III, 
Sargon II, Sennacherib, and Esar-
haddon uniting much of the Mid-
dle East, from Egypt to the Persian 
Gulf, under Assyrian control. The 
last great Assyrian king, Ashurba-
nipal, is remembered for his vast 
library in Nineveh, which housed 
thousands of clay tablets and texts.

The Assyrians were not only re-
nowned for their military and ad-
ministrative acumen but also for 
their contributions to art and archi-
tecture. 

TEHRAN – Some five million visits to the 
wide array of attractions across Kermanshah 
province have been recorded so far this year, 
a local official brought to light.

“About five million visits to natural, histor-
ical, religious, cultural, and man-made places 
of interest within the province have been reg-
istered since the very first day of the current 
Persian year (started on March 20),” Dariush 
Farmani told ISNA. 

Natural marvels, such as Sarab-e Niloo-
far, Quri Qal’eh cave, and Parishan waterfall 
attracted the highest number of visitors, ac-
cording to the official.

Farmani further elaborated that approxi-
mately 385 thousand visits to historical sites 
across the province have been also registered 
in four months.

“Taq-e Bostan emerged as the top histor-
ical attraction within the province, drawing 

236 thousand visitors,” he highlighted. “Biso-
tun ranked second with over 110 thousand of 
explorers.”

Takyeh Moaven-ol-Molk, Anahita Temple, 
and Takyeh Beyglarbeygi were among the 
other most sought-after destinations across 
Kermanshah.

Kermanshah, situated in western Iran, is 

a region celebrated for its profound histori-
cal and cultural significance. Set against the 
backdrop of the Zagros Mountains, Kerman-
shah has been an important center of civili-
zation since ancient times.

The province boasts remarkable archaeo-
logical treasures, including the monumental 
rock reliefs of Taq-e Bostan and the ancient 
inscriptions at Bisotun, which are UNESCO 
World Heritage sites.

Beyond its historical allure, Kermanshah 
features breathtaking natural landscapes, 
such as the serene Sarab-e Niloofar spring, 
the dramatic Quri Qal’eh water cave, and the 
picturesque Parishan waterfall.

With its blend of historical marvels and 
natural wonders, Kermanshah offers a rich 
tapestry of experiences that continue to cap-
tivate visitors and highlight Iran’s diverse 
heritage.

TEHRAN – On Sunday, a permanent exhi-
bition of classic and vintage cars was inau-
gurated in Alborz province situated west of 
Tehran. 

“It is the largest-ever permanent exhibi-
tion of historical, classic, vintage, sports, sa-
fari, and unique vehicles being inaugurated in 
Alborz province,” a local official said. 

The exhibition, located at the Asa-Center 
complex in Mehrshahr, promises to be a cap-
tivating destination for car enthusiasts, col-
lectors, and tourists interested in automotive 
history and heritage, the official explained. 

The opening ceremony of this prestigious 
exhibition was accompanied by an impressive 
inner-city parade of vintage and classic cars. 

The parade saw over 500 classic and his-
toric vehicles gather in the parking lot of the 
complex. 

According to organizers, the exhibition 
has received an overwhelmingly positive 

response from the public, with hundreds of 
visitors attending the opening day. Classic 
car enthusiasts and the general public alike 
marveled at the vast array of meticulous-
ly maintained vehicles, each telling its own 
story of engineering prowess and aesthetic 
elegance from different eras.

 The age of the classic cars
According to Brinatica, the decade 1925–35 

was notable not only for the appearance of 
many new small automobiles but also for the 
building of many ultra-large ones. The years 
from 1925 to 1948 are cited by collectors of 
automobiles as the “classic years,” a period 
that saw the rise of the luxurious fast motor-
car to a peak it seems unlikely to reach again.

The first name in this field was Rolls-Royce 
Ltd., founded in 1906. Most Rolls-Royce 
chassis are designed for limousine and large 
sedan bodies, but the firm once made a com-
paratively light car (called the Twenty), and 
it has throughout its history produced fast 
models in addition to its regular line—e.g., 
after World War II, the Continental, built un-
der the Bentley Motors Ltd. label.

Other motorcars of this type included 
the Hispano-Suiza of Spain and France; the 
Bugatti, Delage, Delahaye, Hotchkiss, Talbot 
(Darracq), and Voisin of France; the Duesen-
berg, Cadillac, Packard, and Pierce-Arrow of 
the United States; the Horch, Maybach, and 
Mercedes-Benz of Germany; the Belgian 
Minerva; and the Italian Isotta-Fraschini.

TEHRAN – Authorities in Fars province, 
have seized some historical artifacts dating 
back to different periods, preventing their 
smuggling in Pasargad county.

“Acting on a tip-off from cultural heritage 
enthusiasts about the transport of antiques 
in Pasargad, a skilled team conducted a 
search of the traffickers’ vehicle,” the com-
mander of Iran’s Cultural Heritage Protection 
Unit told CHTN, adding that the team recov-
ered 28 artifacts, including coins, bracelets, 
and necklaces.

According to the Fars province’s cultural 
heritage experts, the recovered items are of 
historical value, originating from the Par-
thian, Sassanid, Elymais, and Islamic eras, 
Hasan Mehri emphasized. Although some 
artifacts, he continued, were genuine but 
lacked historical significance.

Commander Mehri also mentioned that 
two suspects were apprehended during the 
operation. They have been handed over to the 
provincial judicial authorities for further le-
gal proceedings, he winded up.

Island of Gorée lies off the coast of Senegal, 
opposite Dakar. It was the largest slave-trad-
ing center on the African coast from the 15th 
to the 19th century. 

The UNESCO-designated property testifies 
to an unprecedented human experience in 
the history of humanity. 

Indeed, for the universal conscience, this 
“memory island” is the symbol of the slave 
trade with its cortege of suffering, tears and 
death.

The painful memories of the Atlantic slave 
trade are crystallized in this small island of 
28 hectares lying 3.5 km off the coast from 
Dakar. Gorée owes its singular destiny to the 
extreme centrality of its geographical posi-
tion between the North and the South, and to 
its excellent strategic position offering a safe 
haven for anchoring ships, hence the name 
“Good Rade”.  

Thus, since the 15th century it has been 
prized by various European nations that have 
successively used it as a stopover or slave 
market.  

First terminus of the “homeoducs” who 

drained the slaves from the hinterland, Gorée 
was at the centre of the rivalry between Eu-
ropean nations for control of the slave trade.  
Until the abolition of the trade in the French 
colonies, the Island was a warehouse con-
sisting of over a dozen slave houses.  

Amongst the tangible elements that re-
flect Gorée’s universal value are, notably, the 
Castle, a rocky plateau covered with fortifi-
cations which dominate the Island; the Relais 
de l’Espadon, former residence of the French 
governor; etc…

The Island of Gorée is now a pilgrimage 
destination for the African diaspora, a foyer 
for contact between the West and Africa, and 
a space for exchange and dialogue between 
cultures through the confrontation of ideals 
of reconciliation and forgiveness.

Listed as a historic site by the colonial 
administration in 1944, with specific safe-
guarding measures, Gorée has recorded no 
major construction since then that might ad-
versely affect the authenticity of the site, the 
major components of which have remained 
almost intact.   

The Valencia region in Spain is to impose 
fines of up to €600,000 on unlicensed and 
black-market short-term rentals and Airb-
nb-style apartments. This is in an attempt to 
stop overtourism in the area, which has also 
been putting added pressure on local public 
facilities and driving rental prices up in key 
European tourist destinations. 

On the past few months, there has been a 
surge of black-market rentals, driven both by 
local landlords, as well as foreign expatriates 
wanting to get into Spain’s lucrative short-
term rental market. 

Nuria Montes, a Valencia tourism official 
said regarding these black-market rentals, 
as reported by Financial Times: “We cannot 
allow any kind of underground economy in 
accommodation. They escape any type of 
control. Obviously, they don’t pay taxes. We 
don’t know whether the owners are fulfilling 
their obligations to their workers.”

According to Montes, there could very 
well be 50,000 or more of these unregulat-
ed short-term rental apartments across the 
Valencia region. 

(Source: Euronews)
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